
Neha’s 
Reflections

Everyone has the right to a nationality. It doesn’t 
matter who you are!

But countries can decide the rules by which people get 
nationality. These rules are usually based on who has 
strong connections to the country because…

•   They were born there
•   Their parents are nationals
•   They live and work there
•   They are married to or are adopted by nationals

But some countries have bad laws, or do not apply their 
laws correctly. And so…
 
•   People who should have nationality are denied it 
•   People who would have nationality cannot prove it 
•   People who do have nationality can lose it

Through my travels and 
adventures, all that I’ve 

read and the experts 
I have spoken to, I have 

begun to learn a fair bit 
about statelessness. 

There is so much though, 
and it can be complicated. 

So I decided to draw it 
all up in a way that made 

sense to me. Here it is. 
I hope this make sense to 

you too!

Have a 
Nationality

THE MAKONDE DIDN’T

BECAUSE THEY WERE 
BROUGHT TO KENYA 

BY THE BRITISH, 
BUT KENYA DIDN’T 

ACCEPT THEM

KEZIA’S 
CHILDREN 

WOULD

BUT WITHOUT BIRTH 
CERTIFICATES, THEY 
CANNOT PROVE IT

GRACE AND 
MALIK DO NOT

BECAUSE THEY 
CANNOT PROVE 

WHO THEIR 
PARENTS WERE

RIKI AND 
AASIF 
DON’T

BECAUSE THEIR 
COMMUNITY 

ARE VIEWED AS 
FOREIGNERS

ROSA AND HER 
CHILDREN DID

WHICH WAS 
TAKEN AWAY 
FROM THEM

THE ROHINGYA 
BOY DOES NOT

BECAUSE HIS 
COMMUNITY 
HAS BEEN 

REJECTED BY 
THEIR COUNTRY

SIMA AND HER 
FAMILY DON’T

BECAUSE 
HER GREAT-

GRANDFATHER 
WAS UNABLE TO 
REGISTER AT THE 

CENSUS

NIKITA AND 
I DON’T

BECAUSE MY 
COUNTRY 

DOESN’T ALLOW 
MY MOTHER 
TO PASS HER 
NATIONALITY 

TO US

•   TO FIGHT FOR EVERYONE’S RIGHT TO A NATIONALITY 
•   TO PROTECT THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF EVERY STATELESS PERSON

•   ROSA’S CHILDREN COULD NOT GO TO SCHOOL
•   KEZIA’S CHILDREN COULD NOT GO TO HOSPITAL 
•   RIKI AND AASIF HAD TO WORK LIKE GROWN UPS
•   AASIF’S FATHER WAS PUT IN JAIL AND MAY EVEN HAVE BEEN SENT TO ANOTHER COUNTRY
•   DAHILI COULDN’T PLAY FOOTBALL ABROAD 
•   THE ROHINGYA WERE PERSECUTED 

•   MAKE SURE THAT EVERY CHILD RECEIVES A BIRTH CERTIFICATE
•   MAKE SURE THAT EVERY COUNTRY HAS A SAFEGUARD 

AGAINST STATELESSNESS
•   FIGHT AGAINST LAWS THAT DISCRIMINATE – ESPECIALLY AGAINST 

ETHNIC MINORITIES, WOMEN AND DISABLED PEOPLE
•   PROTEST IF ANY COUNTRY TRIES TO TAKE AWAY SOMEONE’S NATIONALITY 
•   WELCOME AND PROTECT ALL REFUGEES

People who have no nationality are stateless. Their 
right to a nationality has been denied. All people 

have human rights. Those who have lost their right 
to a nationality should not lose their other rights.

This is why  
it is so  

important: 

But countries treat
 stateless people badly. They 
discriminate against them and 

deny their rights:

Some  
things  

that we  
can do:
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