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Dear (rieho‘,

We are wri‘(’ihs ‘(’o o(ou because t10u are one of verg lmahol children in ‘H«e world who are
s‘(’a‘(’e(ess. Because 110(,4 have no ha‘{'iov\ali‘f’c?, ‘Hne world hes ‘l’rca‘{’ed %ou uhfo.irh?. This is
not your fau(‘f, or your Pareh‘fs. Even?o«ne is eoyuo[ and should be treated eowaut?. We
ﬁm(ﬂ believe this and hove speh‘(’ mohy years wor&ihg fo achieve equa(i‘ﬁ? for all peop(e.

The si‘(’uc\‘(’iOh vou are ih, b»\m? be lile eiz‘z’H-u‘)ear-oLo( E(so's. who was born in ‘Hne Do-
mihicoh Repub(ic, Her lmO'Hnel’ was born in Hai"’i Eu‘(’ hes lived in ‘H«e
Dominicen erub(ic for hov\u( ﬂeors; her 3mhdho‘u\er is & ci‘l’izeh of ‘Hne
Dominican IZePUfJ(ic. But Else is not recoshised as & Dominican. She will ov\(«? be
eble tfo 30 ‘(’o m (m‘fi( she is 10. Affer thet she will need ideh‘(’i‘('(? pepers.
Or leh's_, born in Kosovo, the son of a Croatian mother and o Serbian

fa‘H\er \»Lose ideh‘(’i+t1 popers were desﬁo<7ed durih?) war. When [van wOoS verc1 SiC(L,

‘H\e Lospi‘(’a( refused ‘(’o ao(lmi‘(’ him because he did ho‘(’ have id€h+i+(1 pepers.

Or Subing’s, who was born in Nepoi. Her ho‘u\er woS th married. [ Nepo(, i‘(’ is o‘ifﬁcu(‘(’
for an unmarried woman ‘(’o poss her h0‘(’i0h0(i‘(’t1 ‘(’o her child. Subine "’o[d us: ‘[ hed a(wau(S
feH ‘Hne sae oS (mc1 friends uwﬁ( ‘H«e da% when [ hed ‘(’o fill up m1 form for ‘H«e School
Lec\vihs Cerfificete’s board exam... all 9 friend's fors were accep‘(’ed. Mine was not.”

Or lile mohy other children who have been made stofeless for mohy other reasons.
But rehehber, 9ou are uhigue and specia(. Your s+or¢7 is qour owh. You are the future of
‘Hne world and You will be able do Srea+ '(’L\ihgs, par(’icu(arL? if 9ou are allowed +o reach
qour Po‘{’eh‘{’iaL You probab(ul asle if ‘Hne world cares abou‘(’ ¢10u. How much Lomjer wus‘(’
u'ou wai‘(’? WL\Q‘(’ COh %ou do ‘(’o male ‘Hne world umders‘(’ahd 'Hne si‘(’ua‘f’iom o’ou ore ih,?

We believe You have been (e+ down. [t is verg unfair ‘H«a‘f you are ‘(’rec\‘(’ed in this weq.
Even?ov\e has the human risH fo hove a hc\‘ﬁov\ali‘fﬂ -to fuﬂq be(omé fo @ couwf‘n?. This
means that everq 50‘7 and Sir( should have ideh‘(’i"’t? pepers, ihc(udih3 a birth cerfificate.
All children hove ‘H\is riﬁln‘(’, ho lmo‘H’er who ‘H\eu( are, where ‘(‘L\ec7 Live, what ‘(’Leir

pareh‘(’s do (or wL\e‘H«er ‘Hae% hove Pareh‘f’s), wLa‘(’ Lamsuatje ‘(’Leq speah, wLa‘(’ ‘(’L\eir re(i?)iom
is, wLe‘Hner ‘(‘L\&? are o anl or o Sir(, WL\0+ ‘(’L\eir cuHure is, wL\e‘H\er ‘H\eul hove a disoEiLi‘(’%,
and wl«e‘H«er ‘H«e¢7 are rich or poor. This is & human riSH for every cL\i(d, pro(miseo( in ‘H\e
Universal Declaretion of Human lZi?)H’s, and in the Convention on the Risl«‘(’s of the Child.

But ho&ih?) this l«appeh - acLievih?) eawa(i‘f’t? — is a battle which has had fo be
fou3H’ over and over aﬁoih, 5(1 mohy peop(e in every couwﬁ'u(, ihc(udih?) our owh.

One of our 3mhdh0‘H«ers Los+ her ci‘(’izehslnip when she married o mon from
another couv\‘(’rq. Another of our gmhdpareh‘(’s was stateless because the
30V€rhheh+ of ‘Hneir cowﬁt? did hO‘{’ couh‘(’ Jews as ci‘(’izehs. The pareh‘{’s of
aho‘(’L\er of us, ‘(’oo& in refusee 60&1s ih Europe who hed +o Leave ‘Hneir Owh
countries because ‘H«et1 were beihs PuhisL\ed btq o dictetor. And ell three of us

anve o(eor frieho‘s \»L\o Lave (os‘(’ ‘Hneir ci‘(’izehslnip or are ‘H\el«se(ves s+o+e(ess.
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There is no excuse for you to suffer becouse of who your pareh‘l’s are or
what qour re(isiov\ is or whether qour mother could poss her ci‘fizehst\ip o you.
You have humen rizéHs, and vou should be eble +o ehfo‘/( them.

We wont vou fo lwow thet there are peop(e ‘frulih?) to s+op stafelessness L\appehihg,
and fo cL\ahSe the si‘(’uaﬁw of those like vou who are stofeless now. H is frus‘(’m‘(’ im(w),
most of all for you, thet there are not «16+ ehou?)L\ of us. But we do see siShs of progress,
with more Peop(e Colmihl()) on board and 3rea+er uhders‘(’ohdih% of wk? children are
s+a+e[ess, and whet it means fo have no ha‘fiov\a[i‘h?. The Unifed Nations is GS{AihS
countries fo cL\ohﬁe their (aws, and some counfries are besihhih% to do this. Ten
refuzjee and stofeless athlefes led the OPehihS porao‘e of the 2016 O(u(lmpic Gemes in [io
de Jaheiro, H.t?ihﬁ the O(.oI(mpic ﬂas, harc’nihs o ‘(’L\e OLc?wPic ah‘H\eh\, receivih3
o S‘{’oho(ih3 ovation ‘.u? the entire stadium in honour of their felents and brc\veru(.

Neanwhile we are awed b<1 so h‘om? of You who are facihs qour sifuetion with
couraﬁe. We proimise ‘(’o com‘(’ihue wor&ihs for 9ou, and fo ehcoura?)e O‘H\ers

+D do SO &S Weu.

Rechel Bre‘H’, S‘l’efahie Gmh‘(’, Linda K Kerber



